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WELCOME TO ST MARYS

CHURCH SERVICES IN 
LOCKDOWN
It seems really unlikely that we will be resuming 
Public Worship until at least the end of March. 
We will continue to send our weekly Reflective 
Sheets and offer a zoom service at 10.30am on 
a Sunday morning.

We are encouraging people 
to use : Lent in Plain Sight  
by Jill Duffield as a daily 
refection through lent. We 
will be using this in our own 
homes (apart from each 
other but sharing the same 
study!).

To receive information about zoom services  
subscribe by sending an email to: 

marys-news+subscribe@googlegroups.com

We will also use this to email out a reflective 
sheet each week in addition for those who 
prefer to read something.

PRAYER FOR OUR NATION
In response to reaching the terrible milestone of 
100,000 deaths from COVID-19, the Archbishops 
have called on people to pray daily through 
February for our nation. Sheffield diocese are 
publishing a prayer (or video prayer) on its 
Facebook and Twitter feeds each day at 6.00 
pm.  The C of E have published a helpful leaflet 
of prayers and topic suggestions – it can be 
found at https://www.churchofengland.org/
sites/default/files/2021-01/
PftN%20Booklet%20v2_0.pdf  Or more simply 
why not set an alarm on your phone for 6pm 
each evening and just take a moment to pray.

SUNFLOWERS IN LENT 
You will shortly be receiving some sunflower 
seeds in the post from St Mary’s, compost 
pellets will be included for some people too!  
Children and their families have seeds for giant 
plants and we will have a tallest sunflower 
competition as the summer goes on – everyone 
else has seeds for Dwarf plants – you can keep 
them inside or outside.    As we plant the seeds 
and watch and wait for them to grow in this 
season of Lent may they be a reminder to us  
that Lent is an 
opportunity for 
us to watch 
and wait in 
God.  They are 
also given to 
each of us as a 
symbol of our 
faith and our 
hope - may the 
buried seed 
growing into a 
flower be 
another 
reminder that 
the Easter 
story – the 
death, burial 
and 
resurrection of Christ bringing the promise of life 
in all its fullness to each of us. Have fun 
planting your seeds and watching them grow !  
You could post your progress on St Mary’s 
Facebook group.

LENT EVENING GROUPS
An opportunity for conversation and reflection 
together one evening a week on zoom.  All 
evenings will be 7.30pm - the link will be the 
same each time, we have varied the night of the 
week to enable everyone to make at least one 
evening alongside other commitments.
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Each evening will be led by different members 
of the congregation and will begin with a short 
Biblical Reflection –  exploring the stories of 
some women in the Old Testament, we will 
then move on to the topic of the evening – it 
will be an opportunity to hear the experience of 
a few people and explore it further together and 
to finish by holding all we have shared in 
prayer.  There is still opportunity for people to 
offer to contribute to these evenings – please 
let Karen know if you have a particular interest 
or contribution to make.

Wednesday 24th February

Children, Young people and the effects of the 
pandemic – hearing from young people, 
parents and those working in schools with all 
ages.

Thursday 4th March         

Working on the frontline of the NHS

Wednesday 10th March         

Racial Justice

Monday 15th March   

Parenting and caring

Wednesday 24th March          

Mental Health and well-being

SOCIAL SUPERMARKET 
Current particular requests are for cooking oil, 
sugar and empty egg boxes.

NEW ST MARYS WEBSITE
www.stmarys-church.co.uk

Steve is gathering a group of people to  
develop and maintain the parts of the site 
which are relevant to the work of the church.  

No technical skills are required.  There could be 
some zoom meetings over the next few 
months, but it would also be helpful if people 
could just answer questions by email.

If you might be interested and would like to 
know more, please contact Steve - steve@to-

lo.co.uk.  Thanks.

...find out more...talk to someone...send some news...

Follow @marys_church on twitter for 
congregational news.
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